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MR. A.G. RICHARDSON
Exegi monumentum aere perennius   (Horace)



"Our mightiest thoughts are often those which remain unspoken," and with the publication of the School Magazine our thoughts revert to one who endeared him​self, to all connected with the Umtata High School, our late Principal, Mr. A. G. Richardson.

In 1928, the first efforts at a school magazine were published, and although there were no later editions, the seeds had been sown, and Mr. Richardson always lived in the hopes of the appearance of a later and a better number, and en​deavoured to instil into his pupils, thoughts and ideas which have now come to fruition.

He had the interests of the school always at heart, and its development dur​ing his term of office from 1917 to 1934, fuiiy testifies to his abilities as a scholar and as an organiser. When Mr. Richard​son was appointed to the school, it was then ranked as an A3 grade school, with an enrolment of from 55 to 57 pupils, but during his principalship, the school de​veloped almost beyond bounds and when he was called to rest, the school had Already, for several years, been graded as a High B. school, with an enrolment, including the Afrikaans as well as the English Sections, of 525 scholars. The results of the Secondary Classes in the year 1933 were outstandingly excellent. Although the school had made such mar​vellous progress during those seventeen years, Mr. Richardson never took the vvnole credit of its success to himself, and he was often heard to remark that without the help of his staff, he could not have achieved so much, thus revealing that generosity of nature which was almost more marked than any other of his good qualities. Where support was wanting, Mr. Richardson always gave willingly and generously, and never failed to appear in person to help swell the funds of any deserving cause. He was always the cheerful giver.

Some of his earlier pupils will testify to the splendid traits in his character. As the "Head" of the Umtata High School he was an ideal example of justice, doing his utmost to right wrong when and wher​ever necessary. In all stations of life and in all his dealings, he tried to see the point of view of others. From the smallest child in the baby class, to the most ad​vanced, he was able to instil confidence, and his kindliness and friendliness taught all pupils to look upon him as a good comrade, and not as an awe-inspiring principal.

He possessed ' also two qualities most essential to the interests of any school, those of punctuality and of loyalty. His loyalty to his colleagues, called forth that response of loyalty to himself, which creates a mutual bond of fellowship be​tween principal and staff. All those who came into contact with him, must have won from him, some of his sporting spirit. He was a keen enthusiast of all ranks of sport, and won fame as a cricketer, at an early age, by becoming a member of the Gloucestershire County Eleven, and in 1896, at Cambridge University, where he scored over 1,000 runs in one month. At golf, Mr. Richardson was outstanding, and was champion of the Orange Free State, for several years. In his youth, he was a fine athlete and footballer, while up to only recent years, his, was still an active and familiar figure on the school tennis courts. Nor were these all, for fish​ing and swimming were also numbered amongst his favourite pastimes. It was, no doubt, this great love of sport which taught him, in his youthful days, to play a fair game, throughout his life. Al​though sport is not the most vital side of school life, it is nevertheless, one of the most important factors to health and wholesomeness of mind. Mr. Richardson had the knack of inspiring keenness for sport, into all the pupils under his charge, and for many years, the schoolboys have been justly proud of their football and cricket teams, and the girls of their hockey, while the tennis players have passed many a pleasant afternoon on the courts. The sporting instincts which he imbued them with, must inevitably; pass on from generation to generation.

Mr. Richardson was also a great lover of Nature in all its various aspects, par​ticularly flowers, the most beautiful of Nature's gifts, and where our humble and dumb neighbours are concerned, he was also a devoted friend. For many years, the study and rearing of poultry were of great interest to him. As a host he was most entertaining, and last but far from least, he was a real Christian gentleman, performing his duties in the Church, of which he was a devoted member,

Apart from school life, Mr. Richardson was an active and public-spirited citizen and was either a member or chairman of various local bodies. As Chairman of the Umtata Public Library Committee, he showed a keen appreciation of the best in literature, whereas the Recreation Grounds and golfing greens, are proof of the valuable work done by him while Chairman of the Board of Custodians. He was also a prominent member of the Um​tata Club, and of such societies as the Freemasons and the Sons of England.

All those who knew this whole-hearted good man, cannot fail to appreciate the knowledge and the sterling good qualities which he imparted to the young sons and daughters of this town, and as each in turn has started off in his or her chosen career, some of the lessons learnt under his guidance, must have stood them in good stead.

Let all those who have yet to face the world do their utmost to live up to his standard—"Live pure,  speak true,  right wrong, follow Christ, follow the King."
A. A. ANDERSON.

THE BOY IS FATHER TO THE MAN—1894 SCHOOLBOYS
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C. Smale, O. Freemantle, Frank Doran, P. Holman, S. Hughes, C. McCarter, J. Clarke, G. F. Strachan, W. Clarke, P. Henkel, J. Button, ? Sutton, A. Newing, A. Waddell, H. Tyler, W. Wylie, D. Walsh, W. Taylor, Chas. Blakeway, F. Leary, G. Trower, R. Williams, J. Hen​kel, S. Walsh, J. Jennings, C. Heathcote, A. Glaclwin, O. Strachan, S. Green, ? Taylor, H. Klette, T. Doran, S. Lowry, L. Trower, A. Bowles, H. Kirsten, G. Sutton, B. Kettles, A. Smale, J. Kauonann, H. Kriel, Miss Gilmore, Mr. Webb (Principal), Mr. Warner, R. Klette, J. Trollip, H. Bowles, R. Mackley, W. Freemantle, C. Kaufmann, C. Walsh, G. Bowles, F. Kirsten, H. Taylor, C. Golds-worthy, H. Blacker, C. Kettles. Lying down : G. Garrett, B. Burnley, T. Picken, C. Henkel, H. Elliott.

EDITORIAL

A tree — The thought conjures up in our minds the vision of something strong and lovely — with its roots firmly em​bedded in the soil, its branches stretching forth toward the light and air, and pro​viding welcome shelter to 'the weary traveller. We marvel at the miracle of its growth and learn the lessons of faith and courage.

Faith and courage are necessary in the launching of any new venture, particular​ly so of a school magazine; nevertheless, despite the short lived success of the 1928 venture, we have the courage to try again in the firm conviction that the Magazine will supply a vital need in our school life.

We are grateful to those who have con​tributed articles and to those who have shown interest in and encouraged our efforts.

SCHOOL NOTES

We welcome back Miss Anderson from her six months' furlough. She proved herself an ideal correspondent, keeping in constant touch with her colleagues and pupils. During her absence Miss Wessels acted as chief primary assistant.

It was with regret that we said farewell to Miss Bulbring and Mr. van Rooyen who left to take up appointments else​where, and to Miss Cotterell and Miss du Plessis who left to be married.

We wish to congratulate our Principal, Mr. Baker, on passing his Afrikaans oral examination and thereby securing the per​manent appointment as Principal of the school.

Our congratulations to Miss Johnstone on obtaining the M.A. degree in History and on her recent appointment as Chief Secondary Assistant.

We welcome to the staff Miss Brooks, Miss Viljoen, Miss Seymour and Mr. Wheeler all of whom have shown keen interest in sport. Mr. Wheeler was in charge of the athletic team which took part in the inter-school sports held at Port Elizabeth.

We also welcome Miss van Schalkwyk and Mr. van Rensburg who are filling temporary posts on our staff, the former substituting for Miss de Villiers who is on study leave, the latter being in charge of commercial classes till the end of this year. Both have endeared themselves to staff and pupils alike. Mr. van Rensburg has been appointed to a similar post at Kokstad and will not, therefore, lose touch with us altogether.

The School concert was an undoubted success. This was the first since the amalgamation of the Afrikaans Medium School with the High School and the Afrikaans items proved very popular.

We wish to express our sincere apprec​iation to our School Board and Mr. Meaker, our M.P.C., for the praiseworthy attempts they are at present making to have a separate High School built. May these attempts soon materialise, because it will be another milestone in the history of the school when we can say good-bye to the present primary school buildings whose pension we feel, is long overdue.

The staff dance in September was a great success.

Prize giving will be held on Friday, December 4, instead of in the first term, to enable those who are leaving us at the end of the year to be present.

Miss Richardson and Mr. Groenewald were in charge of the thirty-four school Children who visited the Empire Exhibi​tion in Johannesburg.

We acknowledge the receipt of " The Edwardian" magazine of the Matatiele High School, also magazines from Ficks-burg High School and Bethlehem High School.

The prefects for 1936 are J. Rae, C. Rose, R. van der Spuy, R. Bruce, W. Dent, N. Hemming, Winnie Tooke, Stella Colman, Dorothy Thompson and Eira Richardson.

Good luck to the candidates in the Senior and Junior Certificates examina​tions.

In conclusion our thanks to all those who helped to make the publication of this magazine possible, and particularly to those firms and institutions which ad​vertised in our magazine.

LIFE AT THE HOSTEL

I will endeavour in as short a space as possible to describe to you the surround​ings and also the life which the Viljoen House boarder leads, and I hope that in so doing, I will not give away any board​er secrets

Where shall I start? Well, first of all let me describe the hostel and surround​ings, with which I think most of you are familiar. To the newpot, the hostel is a bleak, cold, stony-looking place which makes him long for home every time he enters it. He finds the beds terribly hard, and he is treated roughly. But later, the coldness of the hostel fades and he be​comes familiar with his own hard lumpy bed. He also learns to "grab" for his food at the table and so not go hungry. It is well known that the fast eater (there are many such specimens in the hostel) gets the most to eat.

But let us get back to our topic. 
Behind the hostel is the school hockey field, on which boarders are nearly always found amusing themselves at some game or other. The tennis courts, which are near at hand, are often the scene of vicious tennis duels, in which they play for teas. The loss of a set at tennis means that some poor unfortunate must forfeit his morning tea.

A great deal of interest is taken in sport at the hostel. The boarders are able to raise both a cricket and a rugby team. Unfortunately a boarder Daypot rugby match did not come off during the past season, but the boarders will be able to have their revenge on the daypots in cricket matches which occur fairly regu​larly.

1 think almost every boarder plays same game or other. Poor old George Davis is, however, greatly hindered by only having three toes on the one foot! John van der Merwe's knee also causes great amusement at the hostel, for every time he bends it, a reaction takes place and a noise similar to that of an explosion takes place within the knee.

Our subject I see has turned to noises. Well, I am sure that Viljoen House dur​ing the night, is filled with sounds so weird that even the bravest burglar would be scared away from it. It is quite amus​ing to lie awake at night and listen to these noises. The most famous noise-makers are Lionel Holmes who groans continuously, George Davis who must always be dreaming that he is an orator, and J. van der Merwe who is fond of re​vealing very interesting secrets.

It was once thought that a stranger visited the hostel every night, and many traps were laid by Stevens an ex-boarder to catch this nocturnal visitor, but his efforts were of no avail.

The first thing we hear in the morning is the rising bell. After this has been rung, each boarder swears in turn and drops off to sleep again to be awakened later by the first breakfast bell. Out of bed he springs into the cold shower which soon wakes him up. A quick rub down and he jumps into his clothes with incred​ible speed and is in time for breakfast.

After each meal a procession is seen walking out of the Hostel Gates. I shall not tell you where they go for that would be giving away a secret.

We also have a jester at the hostel. In school he is the quietest of lambs, but at the hostel he goes raving mad. He is Kenneth Faber, alias " Bles." He can play a flute exceptionally well and often lulls us to sleep at night with his "Tickey draais."

I must not forget to say a word about Theodore. He is still as lively as ever, and continues to uphold his supposition that the world is square. He cleans our shoes at night, and often helps the board​ers to pass away the time when they are at a loss as to what to do.

Mr. Baker and Mr. Thomson are in charge of the hostel, with C. Rose, R. van der Spuy, W. Dent and J. Rae as prefects.

But it is not all play at the hostel; afternoon as well as evening prep is held in which the boarders strive to gain more Knowledge which they lack in no small dimensions.

It must be a very sad moment on pass​ing through the hostel gates for the last time, and what thoughts and memories must flash through one's brain when one turns a corner and the hostel is for ever out of sight.

J. RAE, Std. X.

ATHLETICS

The athletic sports' meeting held, as usual, at the end of the first quarter, was in every respect a success and of the high standard set in previous years. Perhaps on account of the day being hot and sul​try, the number of spectators was slightly smaller than last year, but considerable excitement prevailed and the events were not lacking in thrills.

The Victor Ludorum was N. Hemming. At the end of the meeting there was still a doubt as to who would receive this title, as the cross-country races had still to be run. J. Rae was half a point ahead of Hemming at this stage, but the latter was second to C. Phillips in the Senior cross-country and so won the A. G. Richardson Memorial Cup. Colin Phillips won the Senior cross-country race and Leslie Clarke the Junior cross-country.

New records for the sprint races have long been overdue and J. Rae lowered two of these by winning the 220 yards in 24 seconds, and the 440 yards in 551/2 seconds. R. van der Spuy broke the jave​lin record with a throw of 124 feet 10 inches. A new event, Putting the Shot, was included in the programme this year and R. van der Spuy won with a distance of 35 feet 5 inches.

The entry, last year, of a School team for the Eastern Province Inter-High School Athletic Meeting, held at Queens-town, was a new departure. The team was composed of N. Hemming, J. Rae, B. Kenyon and C. Swanepoel, Hemming and Kenyon obtaining 3 points for School by a second in the long jump and a third in the pole vault respectively. The team this year was even imaller owing to the date clashing with the Empire Exhibition tour; also C. Rose had a minor operation a few days before the meeting and was reduced to the role of spectator. This left us with a team of two, J. Rae and R. van der Spuy. Rae reached the finals of the 220 yards, and 440 yards, but was unplaced in these events, although 40 yards from the post in the latter he seemed to be well set for second place. Van der Spuy was third in the shot-put.

We understand that the "Inter-High" will be held in East London next year with Selborne the hosts and organisers. If this is so it is hoped that a very much larger team will represent School; the educational value of these encounters is obvious to all, and with East London the venue, transport difficulties should be easily overcome.

UMTATA HIGH  SCHOOL

To write the history of his school must surely be the most chastening experience a man can know; for, inevitably, as he thinks back to his schooldays he sets an avalanche of memories in motion.

As this sweeps down the slope of years it uncovers much that is beautiful, reveals much that was better buried, and lays bare a waste that is all too barren of achievement. It is a fortunate man who can look back on his life with the satis​faction that is born of hopes fulfilled and ambitions realized.

The history of a school is the record of the lives of its scholars. It is they who endow the bricks and mortar of the school buildings with the spirit which is tradition, and in return are stamped with the seal of the school, a mark which is seldom quite obliterated.

We shall be pardoned then if, in re​viewing the life of the Umtata High School, we make no great parade of facts, figures and dates, but concentrate more on the growth and character of those boys and girls who have passed through its corridors and classrooms each adding, be it ever so little, to the tradi​tion which is the spirit of the school.

The earliest mention we can find of the High School is in the "Occasional Register of Umtata," dated June, 1879. This contains a review of the activities of the Diocese of Independent Kaffraria, constituted a separate Diocese in 1873 with Bishop Callaway as first Bishop. "The country lies," says the "Register," "between Natal and the Cape Colony, and between the Indian Ocean and the Kathlamba (sic) Mountains." "It has an area of between 30,000 and 40,000 square miles and a coast line of 250 miles. The native inhabitants number about 600,000 —with about 2,000 Europeans."

One white man to 300 Natives! At a time when there were wars and rumours of wars going all around this little Euro​pean community.

Yet there was no lack of courage and of hope for the future in the minds of the founders of Umtata. They were there to stay, and made plans for the future. Further on in the review is a reference to "A High School for Boys."

The buildings of St. John's College were nearing completion and arrange​ments were made so that, "when com​pleted they would also provide temporary accommodation for the Boys' High School," the object of which was "to supply higher education to boys from all parts of Kaffraria." Then comes an in​teresting item. A Boys' Day School was opened, with very limited accommoda​tion, about July, 1877.

"In March, 1878, it was moved into the room which had been built to serve as a printing office, and with the excep​tion of a short interval (during which that room, having been blown down by a hurricane, was being rebuilt) the school has been carried on ever since." (This was written in 1879.)

Europeans and Natives were educated together, it seems, for in another num​ber there is a list of class awards in which European and Native names figure. At this time funds were being collected for the purpose of erecting a reading room and library for the township. When it was built it housed the school for a time.  
Provision was made too, for a High School for Girls, there being only an elementary school, "separated from the Boys' School in the end of 1877." It was held, "in the front room of a large hut."

Out of these small beginnings grew the Cathedral Grammar School which opened at Eagle House (previously a hotel) near the Mission. The headmaster was a Mr. Whyatt and he was assisted by Miss Gilmour who gave many years of her life to our school, and was and is known to hundreds of ex-pupils as "Gillieminkie," or "Gillie" for short. This must have been in the early eighties for there is a record of School Sports held in 1887 at which Mr. Arthur Strachan, we think, won the high jump.

Transferred later to the premises where Mr. C. W. Maker carries on business, the school moved on up the hill, spend​ing a time in the library building, and finding its permanent home on the present site. Here in 1894 or 1895 were built three classrooms and these became the Umtata Public School.

We can perhaps consider this as the establishment of the school's identity as we know it to-day, for proud scholars began to wear caps with U.P.S. em​broidered on them.

Let us look at those scholars who went to the new school. How funnily they were dressed. Small boys wore sailor jackets and knicker-bocker trousers, Eton collars and bow ties surmounted by the U.P.S. cap. The older boys wore knicker-bocker suits. Their games were many and varied. There were seasons for every​thing, marbles, tops, hoops, football, cricket, paper chases and so on. The school was on the outskirts of the town and the nearest building was the P.W.D. office.

The boys were the sons of missionaries, traders, administrative officials and mili​tary men—members of that fine corps the Cape Mounted Rifleman. They had in​herited the grit and hardihood of their pioneer parents who had established themselves in a barbarous country after much danger and hardship. They were, on the whole, older, class by class, than the scholars of to-day and a Matric class I contained boys who fitly have been called men.

There was hardly one of them who had not at an early age learnt to ride a horse, shoot, and swim. Their active out​door lives perhaps militated against high scholastic achievements, but from their ranks came our member of Parliament, Mr. Payn, and a large number of magistrates, while all the processions have found themselves enriched by the inclusion of old U.P.S. boys.

Courage, grit and the determination to "get there" are the heritage left us by ! the old timers and "Above all Truth," the motto introduced by Mr. Atkinson on the little badge of a native shield with crossed assegais.

Such were the boys who assembled in the old school under the headmastership of Mr. Poston when it was first opened.

Very little can be learnt of his predeces​sors, Mr. Webb and Mr. Halcross who filled the gap between Mr. Whyatt's days and the begming of the U.P.S.

Under Mr. Eason the next head, the school grew. He kept boarders at the old Eagle House where on Friday nights he used to entertain them with talks illus-strated by lantern slides. Mr. Cecil Heathcote remembers riding in from the farm to attend these gatherings.

Miss Gilmour was, of course, still with the school, with standards one, two and three under her care, and holding her own in spite of her diminutive stature. About this time came Mr. Atkinson as assistant master, who did a great deal for the school in the direction of sport, built up a fine Cadet Corps, and instilled an excellent tone into the school. Mr. Otte followed Mr. Eason, to be in turn fol​lowed by Mr. Bain under whose head​ship the school expanded until in 1907 the existing three classrooms were added to, School House and its dormitories built, and a Drill Hall, Science Lab., and Woodwork Room erected.

We remember seeing the road in front of the school filled with groups of boys playing marbles or tops without interrup​tion from traffic except on one occasion when the Circuit Court Judge drove by in a carriage and pair from Mr. W. Lowry's house which used to be rented for his accommodation in Umtata.

A familar sight too was the arrival of the Post Cart each morning from Butter-worth. The driver always blew his bugle as he passed the school along Alexandra Road, beyond which was open veld. (Sportsmen used to shoot quail where the goods sheds stand to-day.)

Mr. Bain left us shortly after his new house had been completed and was folowed by a Mr. Cassells during whose time the school passed through a bad period. Mr. Atkinson had gone and "Gillie" soon followed him and a lot of the fine traditions of the school were for​gotten.

The Cadet Corps, which under Tommy Atkinson had won second prize in the Empire Challenge Shield shooting com​petition went downhill and the school generally suffered an eclipse. It was at about this time that the principle of a mixed school was adopted and the pro​cess of adaptation to new conditions in​terrupted the tread of the school's tra​dition. Then came Mr. Peter Smith to pull things together. Examination results improved and reached a high standard under his reign.

There was, however, another bad de​cline until, when Mr. Richardson first came, there were only 72 children at school and but one boarder.

The school was fortunate in its new head. A man of outstanding ability, a fine record in sport, and a thorough understanding of the genus schoolboy, he was not long in setting the school on its feet again. No High School pupil should forget what he and Mrs. Richard​son did for our school. Here figures speak most eloquently. During his command the attendance rose from 72 to over five-hundred, and the school was given an impetus that it will not lose for many a long year, if ever.

And so we come to the present. There is a well built, well designed Hostel, a fine block of new classrooms, well equipped and the whole impresses one with the idea of a well-founded school in and around which there can flourish those qualities which have distinguished the descendants of the settlers in "Independent Kaffraria,"—courage, de​termination, and a fine sense of honour.

OLD BOY.

"Old Boy" feels that but scant justice has been done to a most interesting story, and would welcome any information that would make possible the compilation of a more complete record of the school. It is desirable that, before they are for​gotten, facts connected with the history of the school should be recorded, arid it it is to be hoped that the proposed forma​tion of an old boys' association may be of assistance in this direction.

STANDARD X CLASS AS A WHOLE

We cram into a few minutes what m other would spread over hours.

F. Dwyer :   Some are born great;   some achieve    greatness,    and   some   have greatness thrust upon them. 
J.  Potgi'eter :     Wee,    sleekit,    cow'rin tim'rous mousie. 
S..Colman:    Bright star,  would I were steadfast as thou art. 
J. Rae :   And eyes grow dim with gazing at his history notes. 
N.  Hemming :    Swotting shakes a  few, sad, last grey hairs.
H. Johnstone : Full many a flower is born to blush unseen, And waste it's

sweetness on the desert air.

W. Dent : Say not the struggle naught availeth.

J. van der Merwe : Vital spark of heav​enly flame.

B.
Helm :    Earth  has  not  anything   to

show more fair.

C.
Rose :   Who would true valour   see,

let him come hither. W. Tcoke :   Thou   cynosure   of   neigh​bouring eyes.

C.
Laubscher :   His saintly visage is too

Bright,

To hit the sense of human sight. E. Richardson :   Of linked sweetness long

drawn out. R. van der Spuy :   He blinks upon   the

rabble lazily.

D.
Garner :   Soetste Dulcinea! Bron van

al my hoop. J.   Heathcote :    "I   have  come    to    the

borders of sleep." D. Macdonald : A young man of singular

gravity and innocence. R. Bruce :   Et tu Bruce! D.    Thompson :    Oh,    Bachelors,    pray have a care,

For she will all your hearts ensnare. L.  Brown :    Eighteen years of thought,

observation, and commerce with the

world, has made him wise. K.  Meaker :    Thou  bane of   bliss   and

source of woe! P. Colman :   No lion can him fright,

He'll with a giant fight. P. Brown :   "I am! Yet what I am, Who

cares,  or knows?"

ON CHOOSING AN ARTICLE FOR THE SCHOOL MAGAZINE

"Write a short article on any subject you wish."

Any subject? What a lovely wide choice! Think how easy it is going to be!

Such were my thoughts on hearing that we were all to make an attempt, however small, to compose something suitable for our first school magazine.

Ideas surged through my mind—witty poems, serious poems, humorous short stories, serious short stories, and—well, dozens of other things. After all, I had


such a wide selection.

With no misgivings, and fond expecta​tions of turning out a literary gem, I sat down, pencil in hand. I had only to choose a title and write accordingly. Simple!!

Determined that my first choice would be both original and brilliant, I decided not to make it hurriedly. Indeed, had I wanted to, I could not have done so, for at the end of an hour, I still sat with a blank page before me, and an equally blank mind.

Then inspiration came. Surely a parody on a well-known poem would be just the thing? And, of course, very easy.

The first four lines of many pieces flashed to my mind. One after another I wrote them down with a flourish, only to find my enthusiasm wane as I discovered

difficulty with the second verse


Well,  on consideration,   perhaps   poems were a tiny bit difficult.

But why not write an original poem, instead of a parody? After several long minutes of deep thought, I wrote down the first line. The second followed quick​ly. The third required a little more thought, and the fourth a lot more.

After a bitter struggle with the second verse, I came to the conclusion that the art of writing poems was known to only a few.

At last! With a satisfied smile, I wrote
down the third title.—"A Busy Railway
Station." How silly I had been to
attempt things that really were beyond
an ordinary brain. I should have done
this one at first
so easy.

The first half-page was, to my mind,
very satisfactory, but unaccountable diffi​
culties began to crop up
I

decided   to   let   the    "humorous   short story" idea slide.

Finding that my choice had narrowed so considerably, I began to entertain my first doubts of myself as a literary genius.

The following attempts and trials be​came shorter and more unsatisfying as they became more numerous, until I finally decided that the only subject on which I ^ould express myself adequately was on "Choosing an article for the school magazine."

W. TOOKE, Std. X.
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Page Twenty-fine

THE PARODY ON THE POEM,

" HOW THEY BROUGHT THE

GOOD NEWS FROM GHENT

TO AIX

They   sprang   round   the   scrum,   both

Starke and he, Rae,   ran,   Hemming ran,   they  ran  all

three.

Good speed; cried the coach as the lines​men withdrew, Speed; cried the crowd to Bruce breaking

through.

Up ran the full-back, but he sank to rest. And over the line our threes' ran abreast. Not a word to each other, they kept the

great pace, Shoulder   to   shoulder,   never   changing

their place,
(

Dent turned in his run and held the ball

tight, He lengthened his stride and set the ivi'ig

right, Boyd loosening his shinguards rested  a

bit. Adjusting his  boots,   which  were  made

to his fit. At half-time Mac,    groaned,  and    cried

"line keep it in, Rose is running bravely,  the fault's not

in him,


Remember more training"—for one heard

tne quick wheeze Of their chests, saw the stretched necks

and staggering knees, And shivering shoulders,  and heave   of

the flank,

As down on their shoulders they shud​dered and sank. "How they'll cheer us,"  said   Holmes,

with a heart-rending groan, As he looked at the men who were lying

down prone. And then there was Lawrence to bear the

whole weight, The   others   being   exhausted,   to   save

School from their fate. Then all  of a sudden the team   got   a

fright, Because Van was off, for a score was in

sight. The crowd grew excited as the end grew

near, Our boys playing bravely had no time to

spare; The line was going fast and we looked

up to see, But the  score  was still  even    as    even

could be.

Being five all, the same as that at half-time Then Rose made a dash and got over the

line.

G. v. ROOYEN, Std. IX.

VISITS JOHANNESBURG

Our minds had been wandering from everything else weeks before the time came. Most of us had never been so far away before and what a chance it was far us to go to Johannesburg for a week besides being able to see the Empire Exhibition.

However the quarterly examinations intervened—they were qualifying, and we could do nothing but try our hardest and trust to luck that we wouldn't write down Tiny Town under the successes of Naooleon.


Thursday, iqth September was the last busy day of school, as no one could work on Friday, but the afternoon was taken up wi!h different employments of packing suit-cases, lunch baskets and finding out if everything was in perfect order.

At last the train steamed out of the crowded station—the journey had begun! Other schools of the Border contingent were met at the wayside stations while at the junction our train had to wait about seven hours for the special trains from
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East London, and from there boys and girls were separated, the trains travelling an hour behind each other.

Although we arrived at the Exhibition Grounds' Station in the small hours -A the morning, i.e. at twenty past three, by the time the half hour struck every youngster was awake and moving — the Johannesburg lights were enticing.

No one could be expected to sleep any longer, and by daybreak hundreds of school children could be seen roaming round the neighbourhood in search of something of interest. Stones, a few ad​vertisements, railway lines and trains were all that could be seen then.

Breakfast passed, we marched in our schools and ranks through the entrance of the Empire Exhibition. All morning we wandered among the wonders which met our eyes. Each country of the British Empire is, as it were, housed in it's own hall, exhibiting the products of that country. Being in South Africa, the larger and more important towns also have their halls in which their exhibits are shown.

The grounds themselves—one wonders how everything could be so well done within such a short length of time. Ponds, rockeries, natural waterfalls, fountains and lawns break the monotony of the tall white buildings, and yet they are not monotonous—every one is different in shape, size and appearance. Round every corner is a restaurant where creamy ice creams and iced drinks are sold at ridiculous prices.

At the Swazi Kraal the inhabitants like having snaps taken of themselves, but believe in charging for the. privilege. Other outstanding exhibits are, the Vic​toria Falls, the Old Dutch Houses, pro​ducts in Port St. John's marble and South African concrete, the Printing and Advertising Works of the Johannes​burg newspapers "Star-Mail," a model of a Rand mine and gold. The diamonds from Kimberley are also on display, but are very well guarded for the few that are shown are worth thousands and thousands of pounds.

It was a tired party of boys and girls that stepped aboard the train at four o'clock on Monday afternoon to proceed


to their temporary home  at the    Show Grounds in Pretoria.

As the train rounded a bend a few miles from South Africa's executive capi​tal, the Union Buildings could be seen standing sedately and almost alone on the far outskirts of the town. We found our camping ground rough, yet comfort​able enough.

Next day the one thousand odd of school children attended a civic welcome in our ground at which the Deputy-Mayor was present—the Mayor being away in Johannesburg on business— i after which we were given tea on the grass.

Tuesday  afternoon    found   us  at  the | Zoo,    after   which   we   went   to   Paul | Kruger's house.    On our return to   the Show Grounds we were given supper and then arranged on the   grand   stand   in schools to watch a conjuror's show.

The day following we again remained in the neighbourhood of Pretoria most of the morning—we went a few miles out of town to Robert's Heights air ground j where we watched an air display of three solo fliers. From there we were taken to the camp of the Special Service Battalion where the men were parading and marching to their band for our i special benefit.

After dinner,  we returned to Robert's) Heights, this time to enjoy fifteen   short minutes—or so they seemed to be—in the j air, from where we were taken over the! Union Buildings which, in our eyes, with their gardens should be one of the won- i ders of the world.

The   management     of     the     Capitol j Theatre  which   was  celebrating  its  fifth] birthday,   allowed  our  whole  party  in, free of charge,  to see   the   film   being j screened that night as well as a display of dancers—the best in the Union.

Thursday was spent in Johannesburg,! spending money more than anything onl the sideshows, etc., in the Amusement] Park, where we also saw the midgets and| the giant.

On Friday we had a choice of three,! the Steel Works, the Pretoria Mint, or) sight-seeing in Johannesburg. Umtatal girls chose the latter and found it as en-J joyable as any other place we had been!
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to, although the centre thoroughfare was all we saw. In the evening our thousand went to the _ Capitol Theatre ..again, and saw a film entitled "Crusades."

Saturday, after spending the morning in the town we came back to our home, which by then had become quite familiar, for the last time for, as Pretoria Town Hall clock chimed half past two, our train steamed out of the station bound for Um-tata.

Our longed-for holiday had reached its end, all excitement was over and our homeward journey had begun. A little over a hundred miles from our destina​tion the train was delayed some three


hours, owing to the boys' train having had a mishap some time before. How​ever, it was rather a bedraggled party ;f thirty Umtata youngsters who arrived, two hours after time, quite safe, sound and perhaps healthier after their long journey to the Transvaal and back.

It will never be forgotten. September of 1936 will be a month of remembrance, not only to us but to the whole of South Africa because it was the fifthieth anni​versary of the discovery of gold on the Witwatersrand and the beginning of the now so much enlarged City of Johannes​burg.

N.  WHITFIELD,  Std.  IX.

SCHOOL RUGBY

Committee:   D.   Macdonald
(Captain),

J.    Rae    (Vice-Captain),
C.     Rose

Honorary   Secretary)    and
B.   Bruce
(Committee member).

The Rugby of the School has always been of an excellent quality, as may be seen by the results of the matches played. This year an even higher standard has been attained than heretofore. In spite of the fact that there was no junior com​petition, the enthusiasm of the players created a real team-spirit and the matches were all characterised by the friendly feeling and sporting School atmosphere. Several players had to be trained to play in different positions owing to the small number of players, yet this chopping and changing was taken in the true sporting spirit.

Several matches were played against local Senior Club sides and although physically much weaker than their opponents the boys played first class football and usually ran out winners. The following is a list of the results :

School I vs. Mqanduli  
    14—8

School I vs. Police I     
    14—8

School I vs. Pirates  I   
      6—19

School I vs. Rec  I  
    14—3

School I vs. Rec  I   
    16—n

School I vs. Mqanduli   
    14—13


It is most unfortunate that Umtata is so far from other educational centres, e.g., King William's Town, Queenstown, East London. A special effort has,' how​ever, been made to encourage inter-School football. The result was matches against Kokstad High School, Selborne College and Technical College, East London. Arrangements were also made to play Dale College and Queens' College but there were no available dates.

School vs. Selborne

At East London the Umtata team lost o—8. This was ,however, a great achieve​ment for a small school has less players, a limited choice and a shuffling of posi​tions.

At Umtata the return match was lost o—13. Two of the main strings were injured with the result that their second team substitutes were not up to the high standard of the Selborne opponents.

School vs. Technical College

Both matches were won 13—o (at East London) and 28—o (at Umtata). Both matches were fast and open. At Umtata the local team gave a polished display of rugby football which was a treat to watch.
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School vs. Kokstad

The High School, Kokstad, although weak, was sporting enough to play us a return match at Umtata and was easily beaten 32—10.

SECOND TEAM

There are several very promising play​ers in the junior teams. Although very few matches were played, the boys showed that they possess a sound idea of the game. There is plenty of material and talent for the moulding of a good first team next season. The following are the results of the matches :


This year, as well as in previous years, the School has supplied the Transkei with a few footballers. J. van der Merwe, R. van der Spuy, J. Rae and C. Rose played for a weakened side and J. van der Merwe is to be congratulated on ob​taining his "cap" as a lock forward for Transkei. Bravo John!

Another milestone in our rugby is the suggested institution of new colours — which fact greatly aids in bringing about 'esprit de corps.' The public are also to be thanked for their assistance with cars and accommodation. It would have been absolutely impossible to have competi​tions had not parents and friends assisted so willingly.

A.J.G.

21—o 3-6

School II vs. Kokstad   II     ...

School II vs. Maclear I 


School II vs. Technical

College II     9—o

The combined Second and Third teams lost to Butterworth School (33—3), but defeated the same team at Umtata (16—9). The School Third and Fourth teams also played Idutywa School I at Umtata (3—o).

SCHOOL  UNDER 14

The Junior rugby also has made vast progress when compared with that of recent years. The "14" team played rugby of a real high standard and were fortunate enough to play several home and away matches.

School 14 vs. Butterworth (at

Butterworth) 

6—6

School 14 vs. Butterworth II

(at Umtata) 

18—o

School 14 vs. Idutywa I (at

Idutywa) 

21 32

A 14 School Competition was started this year between the Ugie, Elliot, Ma-clear and Umtata Schools. Playing at Maclear Umtata lost to Maclear (o—9), but defeated Elliot (6—3) in the afternoon.

Several matches were also played against the boys of the Convent and the early. beginning of matches will tend to foster interest in rugby.


CADET NOTES

It is gratifying to report that the Cadets are now suitably equipped—khaki cap, shirt and shorts, with U.H.S. shoulder badges and flashes embodying the school colours. Their improved appearance was commented upon at the last inspection and also at the Delville Wood Commemoration Parade.

Lieutenant Wheeler is a very welcome addition to the list of officers, and with his help infantry drill has been intro​duced, and it will now also be possible to carry out target practice at the Rifle Range.

It is planned to take a number of student officers to training camp at East London next year—this should produce further keenness on the part of all N.C.O.'s.

H.P.S.
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CRICKET, 1935-1936

Our cricket First XI did exceptionally

well during last season, considering it had to compete against the first teams of Umtata and of the neighbouring villages. There are, unfortunately, no schools close enough to Umtata to compete against, thus cricket is not as popular as it might be.

The teams that our First XI played against were : Rec, Pirates, Ngqeleni, Qumbu, Tsolo and Elliotdale.

The first match of the season was play​ed in October, 1935, against Pirates. The match ended in a win for School, thus School did not open up the season with weak prospects. Other matches won were against Qumbu and Rec. Summaries of matches are given later on.

Sandy Holmes, the School cricket cap​tain throughout the first season played well. Unfortunately he was unavailable after the Christmas vacation. Another player who was badly missed was Basil Kenyon, the School wicket keeper.

Amongst the School's best batsmen were S. Holmes, R. Bruce, C. Rose, B. Kenyon, D. Macdonald, Mr. Baker and N. Mackenzie, the bowlers being J. Rae, C. Rose, R. van der Spuy, T. Boyd and S. Holmes. Special mention must be made of the excellent score of 90 runs made by C. Rose against Rec, when runs were most valuable. As a memento of the occasion he was presented with a bat.

The following is a summary of matches played and the highest scores made :

1.
School vs. Pirates, 12-10-35.

Pirates : All out for 57, ist innings.

School : All out for 76-

C. Rose (31), S. Holmes (9).

Pirates : Declared   for    (176)    for   6

wickets.   Second innings.

School : S. Holmes (34) not out, Mr.

Baker (18)  not out. 84 for 4.   Match

ended in a draw. School won on first

innings.

2.
School vs. Tsolo. 26-10-35.

School all out for 42. Tsolo all out for 107.


Tsolo sent School in   again.    School scored (94). S. Holmes 51 not out. Tsolo won outright.

3.
School vs.  Rec.  2-11-35.
Rec : All out for 182.

Ross-Watt (62) not out. Schiff (27). Owing to light, match was postponed.

4.
School vs. Qumbu. 23-11-35.
Qumbu : All out for 105.
School :  112 declared.

N. Mackenzie (41), B. Kenyon (21), J. Everitt (15). School won the match.

5.
School vs. Elliotdale.   30-11-35.
School : 132 all out.

D.   Macdonald   (48),    N.    Mackenzie

(30).

Elliotdale : All out 182.

Dr. Leon(58.)

School vs. Pirates.  1-2-36.
Pirates : All out 98.
School : All out 84.
Pirates won on first innings.

School vs. Ngqeleni.   15-2-36.
School : All out 54.
Ngqeleni : 113 for 2 wickets.
School Second innings : All out for 68.
Ngqeleni won outright.

School vs.  Rec.   22-2-36.
Rec all out 159. First innings.
School : All out 64. R.  Bruce  (29).
School second innings :    All out 201.
C. Rose (90), J. Macloughlin (33), R.
Bruce (16), T. Boyd (14), R. van der
Spuy (12), J. Rae (n).

School vs. Tsolo 17-3-36.

This match had a disastrous ending. School were sent in twice, making 15 and 18 respectively. Tsolo made 182 for 3 wickets. B. Ronaldson (106) not out. The damage done to School was due to the bowling of Mr. R. Morkel who represented Border against the Australians.

10.
During the season School played St.
John's College, but unfortunately the
match was unfinished owing to time.

Bowling Analysis :

Bowler                O.
M.
R.
W.
Av.

S. Holmes .  . 91
21
193
23
8.4

R. v. d. Spuy 75
13
206
15
13.6

J. Rae .... 64
15
130
10
12.5

C. Rose   .  . . 81
ii
268
15
17.8

T. Boyd ... 53
9
J57
*4
n-2

R. Tyler .  .  . 20
2
67
5
13.6
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TENNIS

Tennis has progressed steadily through​out the year. The courts have been re​surfaced, and at present are in a very good condition. The days for practise have been Tuesdays and Fridays during the summer term, and Mondays and Fri​days in the winter terms, and usually a number of pupils have availed themselves of this opportunity to be coached by the teacher on duty.

The season opened with an American Tennis Tournament which was keenly supported by senior members. Play con​tinued for several weeks and the couple with the largest number of games to their credit was Jean Howe and Charlie Mer-ritt. In a final of three setts, however,


played between this couple and Joyce Peverett and Kenneth Meaker, the couple that had obtained the next highest num​ber of games, the latter won.

During the second term a match was arranged with the girls from the Holy Cross Convent, and after a most enjoy​able morning's play, ended in our favour with a lead of 8 setts.

An inter-School match against the But-terworth Secondary School was arranged to take place during the third term, but unfortunately had to be cancelled at the las moment owing to the illness of some of the members of the visiting team.

It is hoped that this and similar matches will be arranged during the near future.

H.J.R.

HOCKEY

Hockey has shown definite signs of progress in recent years, and the school now boasts not only senior and junior sections among the girls, but also a boys' team which has acquitted itself very cre​ditably in the local fixtures.

The girls' junior team has played two friendly matches versus the local Convent team, and though some elementary errors are still made, it is obvious that the rules of the game have been well instilled; it is pleasing to see such keen competition.

Last season the girls' first team tra​velled to Kokstad, to play the Kokstad High School, and after a swift and speedy game, drew 3—3.

In a match versus the Girls' High School at East London, the U.H.S. team was victorious, 3—o, showing superiority in speed and positional play.

This season the first team travelled to King William's Town, to play against the Kaffrarian High School for Girls, and after a very exciting match, during which the greater speed and better ball control of the local school girls stood them in good stead, ended up the winners, 4—o.

In this match D. Thompson at centre forward, N. Whitfield at right wing, and R. Meaker at right back were outstand​ing players.


During the same week-end the same team played against the Komgha Second​ary School and won 2—o.

In fact so enthused did the staff become over the School's prowess that they de​cided to challenge a combined team of boys and girls. Fortunately for the staff the chosen referee turned a Nelsonesque eye upon their erratic wanderings, and with the aid of a forward battling back, and an inside left, to whom the freedom of the city had been extended, staff walked off victors, 3—2.

Critque of 1st Team

S. Colman (captain), L. wing : possesses an excellent turn of speed and has de​veloped the arc of picking up and cen​tring the ball from a difficult position. As captain has been a great assistance, arid with a quiet word of encourage​ment or advice has made her influence felt.

D. Hardwich, L. inner : A useful player with a good turn of speed, but must learn to use discretion as to when to pass along, and when to carry through on her own.

D. Thompson, centre forward : A splen​did, untiring player, with splendid ball control and good stick work. Must re-
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member to remain more in centre of field.

J. Howe, right inner : A player who should prove her worth with more ex​perience. Has a great knowledge of shooting in the circle.

N. Whitfield, right wing : A player who has shown a great improvement this season, and well deserves her place in the team.

J. Peveritt, centre half : A youthful play​er who has improved rapidly in her first season, and in time should be of great use. Must avoid trying to clear from her travelling ball.

C. Williams, left half : A fairly steady player, but too apt to tackle on the


wrong side.   Must try to speed up more.

V. Altenkirch, right half : An invaluable asset to her side. An undaunted tackier and a splendid support.

D. Garner, left back : Has improved greatly this season. Must avoid playing too much with the one hand.

R. Meaker, right back : An outstanding player, and a fearless tackier, with a good clearance hit. Must try hard to avoid undercutting ball.

J. Ronaldson, goalie : A cool and fearless goalie. Has mastered the art of clearing well from the circle. A great asset to her side.

D. M. WESSELS.

GUI ID IE <S BROWNIE F^OTIES
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GIRL GUIDES

For the first half of this year Mrs. Currell was Guide Captain, but after the June holidays Mrs. Coleman took over.

In February a camp fire was held in honour of the Chief Guide's birthday.

During the year the Guides attended several services, such as the Memorial Service for the late King George, the Delville Wood Service and Guides' Own. Mrs. Richardson spoke very impressively at the Guide Sunday service, which was held in the Banquet Hall.

Several badges were worked for and won last term. Mrs. Coleman is a keen and energetic Captain and it is hoped that under her, Guiding will continue for a long time.

Guides are very busy at present pre​paring for the visit of Miss Alexander. We hope that her visit will pass off suc​cessfully.

D. E. McL.

The Umtata Brownies have had a difficult time as so many changes have taken place recently.

THE  1st UMTATA BROWNIE PACK


At first, we, the High School Brownies had a pack of our own under Miss Wheel-don. Last year, however, the Convent joined us and we formed one pack as there were too few to make two packs.

Miss von Mollendorff took us over and has been our Brown Owl ever since April 1935. At the beginning of this year the Convent again left us, and we are once more the sit Umtata Pack. We are very keen, although there are not many of us. Our pack is growing steadily in numbers.

This year two of our Brownies received their Golden Hands, and several more received their Golden Bars.

Miss du Plessis and Miss Hannibal helped during the course of the year. Earlier in the year Erica Barnes, an old pupil, acted as our Tawny Owl. With the departure of Miss Hannibal we are again left without a Tawny. We are, however, hoping somebody will soon come forward.

We usually have our meetings in the park, but on wet days we have to retire indoors. We are all working very hard for our different badges.

G.  VON MOLLENDORFF
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SCODT & CILJIB NOTES

2nd UMTATA SCOUTS


ST. MARGARETS

This troop was started about five years ago. it is doing very well and the Doys are very keen on badge work. We have two first class King's Scouts. One King's Scout has a gold cord and the Bushman's Thong and the other one has a red and white all round cord.

Our troop numbers about thirty-three and meetings are held in the School Hall every Friday evening, whilst outdoor Scouting is practised once a month, on ihe first Saturday. We attended the first South African Jamboree at East London last January and enjoyed it very much. We learned a good deal about the broth​erly feeling of Scouts. East London was very hospitable and treated us very well.

We saw our Chief, some of us for the ilrst time, and came back feeling fit to do a great deal of work, inspired as we were by his cheery smile.

This troop also has attached to it a very flourishing pack of Cubs under the capable leadership of Miss G. Brooks.

Well, I shall wish you good hunting and good camping in the future.

F.  D. COETZER,

Group Scoutmaster,  2nd Umtata.

CUB NOTES

The 2nd Umtata Wolf Cub Pack was started during the second quarter. At present there are twelve on the roll; some of the older Cubs have become Scouts. Miss Quail will enrol the Cubs as soon as they can get their uniforms.

In the meantime the Cubs are working for their 1st Stars. They are learning to tie knots, hop, skip and catch a ball with either hand.

We feel very sad because of the death of one of our most cheerful and reliable Cubs, Nicky Millard. We shall miss him very much.

G. M. BROOKS  (Akela).


In 1900 St. Margaret's was opened as a girls' school. On the amalgamation of the girls' and boys' schools, it became the girls' hostel.

The twenty-three girls now attending the hostel support all school activities with great enthusiasm and are keen sportswomen. Most of them play hockey and tennis, and tennis championship and tournament were won by hostel girls.

The annual hostel dance was held on Thursday, I5th of October, and was a great success.

Many people say that it is a tradition of St. Margaret's to wear their hats on the backs of their heads, and thus hostel girls may be distinguished from day girls.

The hostel has its own tennis courts and during the summer girls may be seen every day playing tennis.

Dorothy Thompson is head prefect of the hostel and Nancy Maytom is the other one.

There are gardens in front of the hostel with flowers of every variety, in which Mrs. Reid takes the greatest interest.

Mrs. Hall and Miss Bell are both leav​ing the hostel at the end of the year, but the latter will still carry on her music lessons at the hostel.

Mrs. Reid's departure at the end of the year will be greatly regretted, not only by the hostel girls, but also by outsiders.

Mrs. Reid has been at the hostel for the past six years and will never be for​gotten by her girls.

M. SUTTON, Std. Villa.
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OIF OLID PUPILS

Joyce Booker is training at Grey's Hospital, Maritzburg. She won the Gold Medal awarded for the best second year nurse.

Billy Booker is on the Vogelstruis, Mine, Springs.

George Bowes-Taylor is on the Staff of the S.A. Medical Corps, Roberts" Heights..

Colin Bimn has joined the Special Ser​vice Battalion, while Noel Bunn is in the S.A. Field Artillery at Bloemfontein.

Wallace Bruce is an air-mechanic at Roberts' Heights.

Jock Caiter is an electrician in the Post Office at Krugersdorp.

Jack Colman is a draughtsman in the Provincial Roads' Engineer's Office, Cape Town, and is studying for his pro​fessional degree as a civil engineer.

Eileen Brace has announced her en​gagement.. Good luck, Eileen!

Dr. Lionel Dangerfield is at Simmer and Jack Hospital. He did very well at the Witwatersrand University.

Walter Dangerfield who trained on the "General Botha" has just finished his apprenticeship with the Clan Line.

Pearce Dwyer is in Ladysmith, Natal, working on the electrification of the rail​ways there.

GJentworth. Dwyer is on the staff of the Standard Bank, Salisbury.

Joyce Dwyer (Mrs. Court) lives in the Rustenburg District. She was on holiday in Umtata recently with her small daugh​ter.

Ruth Evcritt is teaching in the Cath-cart district.

Lesley Hemming, Tilly Walker and Joyce Whitfield take their final degree examination at Rhodes this year.

Peggy Campbell, Gwen Whitfield, Jean Sutton, Betty Muggleston, Edgar Chaplin, Bobby Hare and Taylor Wake-field are also at Rhodes University Col​lege,. Grahamstown.

Sandy Holmes is in the Civil Service in Benonu


Audrey Hoadley, who trained at Guy's Hospital, is now staff nurse at the Jo​hannesburg General Hospital. Her sister, Catherine, is training as a nurse in Aberdeen, Scotland.

Dorothy Hare is in her father's office at Cofimvaba.

Louis Chaplin is in the Civil Service in Pretoria.

Basil Kenyon is taking a course at the Agricultural College, Cedara.

Donald Kenyon is on the Magisterial staff at Elliotdale.

Douglas Meaker is a Lieutenant in the Air Force and cojnmanded a flight of 'planes to Graaff Reinet.

Muriel MacDonad is training as a teacher at the Wellington Training Col​lege.

Laurie Merritt has joined the S.S.B. with a view to joining the Air Force.

Bute Nevill is now a mining assayer at Springs. He plays Rugby for ist East Rand XV.

Dr. John Prestwich is studying medi​cine at Edinburgth University. He was on holiday here at short while ago.

Louis Stark, who is on the staff of the S.A. Medical Corps at Roberts' Heights, is here on holiday. He is en​gaged to be married. Good luck, Louis!

Doris Straton is training as a teacher at Grahamstown.

Philip Swanepoel is in the Police Force in Johannesburg.

John Woodman is a member of the S.A. Police Band, in Pretoria. He is leader of 10 band boys.

Lex Spalding plays football for Mqanduli ist XV.

Frank Turpin is trading in the Engco-bo district.

Derrick Tyler is in the Magistrate's office at Kopjes, Orange Free State.

Molly Tyler is in the Receiver of Revenue's office, East London. She has been elected Deputy Pageant Leader for Border at the Empire Exhibition.
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Wallace Mackay is with the Southern Life Association in Durban. He wishes those writing J.C. and S.C. exams good luck.

Bruce Ronaldson is in the Standard Bank at Bedford. Report has it that he is still making large cricket scores.

Ken. Francis is on the editorial staff of the "Rhodesian Herald," Salisbury. He was looking very well on his recent visit to Umtata.

Taylor Wakeford is taking a science course at R.U.C., Grahamstown. He managed to find time to play football last year and secured his place in the first XV.

David Poslinsky has a commercial post in Johannesburg.

Ian Skinner is in the Police. We note that he was second in the open half-mile held in Durban recently.

Hal Ludlow is in the magisterial ser​vice at Pretoria.

Gladys Leigh is training at Guy's Hospital, London.

Mary Richardson is English teacher at V.H.S., Grahamstown.

Paddy and Lawrence Lowry are both in the Standard Bank, Krugersdorp.

Robert Armstrong is a District Com​missioner at Bremersdorp, Swaziland.

Victor Roberts still holds his place in the Transkei Cricket XI.

DEBATING SOCIETY

Our debating society has flourished for a little over two years. Although we have had only six debates within that time, the quality of the speeches has improved im​mensely, and a great deal of interest is shown in the topics under discussion.

This year we have had only two de​bates—"That it would be of benefit to the School to be divided into complete​ly separate Primary and Secondary Schools,," and "That education shorld be free up to the matriculation standard. '

The first of these showed a decided improvement in the number of points brought forward, while the latter showed


that careful study had been given to the subject under discussion.

We are hoping to find time for another debate before the end of term.

W. TOOKE.
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Ready to Repair.

' That watch that won't tell the time, those broken rings and bar* gles, and that brooch without a pin.

Our Jewellery Repair Department can give you a speedy service, and make old jewellery just like new again.

You'll be pleasantly surprised at our very low prices.

m. Feller

Watchmaker & Jeweller Box 137.    UMTATA.
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